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(Honourable Commissioner),

Honourable Members of the Parliament, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to welcome you all to today’s presentation of the European Commission’s proposal for the new Regulatory Framework for Cohesion Policy in the next programming period 2014-2020. 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome in Cyprus the Commissioner for Regional Policy, Mr. Johannes Hahn, who honours us with his presence here, despite the very tight schedule of his official visit to our country, and who will share with us some of his views and expectations for the future of Cohesion Policy, within the new framework proposed by the Commission. I would also like to welcome Mr David Sweet, Adviser to the Director General for Regional Policy, who will present to us today the main aspects, provisions and objectives of the Commission’s regulatory proposals for the future Cohesion Policy. 

Let me mention that these regulatory proposals are being discussed in the Council of the EU, since their adoption by the Commission in October last year, in parallel with the negotiations on the new Multiannual Financial Framework for 2014-2020. Negotiations were initiated by the Polish Presidency and then taken over by the Danish Presidency, with the Commission looking forward to their adoption by the end of 2012, in order to enable the start of a new generation of Cohesion Policy Programmes in 2014. This of course implies a great challenge and responsibility for the Cypriot Presidency, which will take over in 4 months from now. 
Please rest assured, as the Government of the Republic of Cyprus has put an enormous effort during the last year to get well-prepared for this challenging task. As we reassured earlier today the Commissioner, the successful conclusion of negotiations on the Multiannual Financial Framework under our upcoming Presidency of the Council of the EU remains a top priority for us. In the same context, we will do our utmost to bring forward and achieve significant progress as well, in the negotiations on the new Regulatory Framework for Cohesion Policy, in order to contribute to the prompt preparation and launching of Programmes in the next programming period.  

In this great challenge and effort for our country, we rely on a close cooperation with the European Commission, whose support, I must say, has been of great value during the last 8 years that Cohesion Policy is successfully being implemented in Cyprus, after our accession to the Union.  Cyprus has always been a supporter of Cohesion Policy, identifying it as the main instrument for strengthening economic, social and territorial cohesion within the Union, and will remain as such during the current negotiations on the new financial and regulatory frameworks proposed for Cohesion Policy post 2013. 
Regarding the content of the new Regulatory Framework for Cohesion Policy, as is proposed by the Commission, Cyprus considers it in general to be in the right direction and a good basis for further discussions. Unfortunately though, as regards the financial perspectives indicated under the proposed financial framework for the programming period 2014-2020, these are not favorable for Cyprus. The allocation of Cohesion Policy funds for Cyprus, within the context of the current proposals by the Commission, is substantially low and insufficient to address the development needs of the country, bearing also in mind several limitations imposed by the proposed type and conditions of assistance. In addition, the proposed regulatory framework does not adequately address, in our view, the territorial cohesion objective as established in the Lisbon Treaty and, within this context, does not take into consideration the specific challenges Cyprus is facing as a small island Member State at the periphery of the Union with permanent natural handicaps.
These aspects constitute, among others, the core of Cyprus’ negotiating position at the Council’s level and have also been expressed in bilateral meetings with the Commission. Hence, we hope and expect that the unique case of Cyprus as a small island Member State will be finally taken into consideration and that the allocation of Cohesion Policy funds for the country will considerably increase in order for Cyprus to be able to contribute effectively in the common aspirations of the Union.

With the above issues still on the agenda, I will know give the floor to Mr. Johannes Hahn for a few words before he leaves to continue his official programme and then to Mr. Sweet for presenting the Commission’s proposal.
Once more, I would like to express our appreciation for your presence here and I look forward to further deliberations on Cohesion Policy issues.  

Thank you.
